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MICHAEL LICCIONE 
In a recent ar ticle in Commonweal, Carlo Lancellotti presents 
the unusual and prescient perspective of Italian-Catholic phi­
losopher Augusto Del Noce on the social and political trends 
that manifested themselves across the West in the tumultuous 
events of 1968. In this paper I shall support Del Noce's thesis in 
two ways. First, I shall summarize then-Professor Joseph Ratz­
inger's reactions to 1968 and relate them to the conclusions of 
Del Noce and others Lancellotti cites. While Lancellotti does not 
cite Ratzinger, what motivated the latter's shift away from "pro­
gressivism" toward a more conservative reception of Vatican II 
well illustrates Del Noce's thesis. I shall then argue at greater 
length than Lancellotti, whose purpose is primarily expository, 
that Del Noce's perspective, while needing qualification and 
expansion in light of what has happened since his death, is es­
sentially correct. 
MosT OF us WHO had at least achieved puberty by 1968 will remember 
what a tumultuous year it was, particularly for American Catholics. In 
the US, sometimes-violent protests against the war in Vietnam and the 
military draft escalated on college campuses, most notably Columbia 
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